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HIKING TRAILS
Difficulty Level: 1®@ 2m 3@

Hvald — Drynjandi 3-4hours B
To hike to Drynjandi one is recommended first to drive to
the footbridge over Hval4, where Ofeigsfjardarvegur (route
F649) ends. After crossing the bridge, one can follow the
river south to where it branches northwest; there is a small
but lovely unnamed waterfall to see upriver from the con-
fluence, but to continue to Drynjandi one should cut north-
west from Hvald in a wide arc to circumvent a number of
gorges. Approximately 2.5 km from the bridge you will
reach the famous waterfall, which is unequivocally one of
the most beautiful in the country.

An alternate option is to hike diagonally up and over the
hills from the bridge, finding navigable gaps as one goes.
Both routes involve some scrambling, and the landscape
can be obscured by fog.

Rjikandi 2-3 hours @
Where Hvald runs under the footbridge, two rivers have
united, Hvald and Rjikandi, though Hvald retains the name.
Upriver along Rjukandi there is a delightful waterfall; one
can either walk on the south side of Hvald from the bridge

to pay a visit, a there-and-back distance of 7 km, or hike
straight up from Hus4, a distance of 5 km, round trip.

Eyvindarfjordur 1-3days m
The next fiord north of Ofeigsfjérdur is the small and un-
inhabited Eyvindarfjérdur. At the bottom of the fjord,
Eyvindarfjardara falls to the sea in a glorious cacophony

of rapids and waterfalls; this whitewater staircase is visible
from afar, and presents a marvelous spectacle of water,

rock and vegetation.

From the footbridge at Hval4, one can follow the old coastal
route to Eyvindarfjardard’s estuary via Hruteyjarnes, cover-
ing a distance of 6.5 km. Cliffs and coves characterize this
area, with an abundance of bird life, and the trail is mostly
clear. North of Ofeigsfisrdur, Dagverdardalsa must be
waded. The river is usually easy to cross, but can quickly
gain in power.
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Hiking from Hvala to Eyvindarfjordur and back therefore is
an excellent option for a day hike; a second option is to in-
stead hike (or sail) to Eyvindarfjérdur to then walk inland
and south from there. On the way upriver there are count-
less waterfalls and rapids, and the inland heaths offer many
camping opportunities, including peaceful lakeside spots.
One can then descend with Hval4, resulting in a two or
three day trip.

North to Hornstrandir Several days ¢
A popular hiking route over the years has been to follow the
shoreline from Ofeigsfisrdur to Reykjarfiordur, or further.
An expedition that begins in Ofeigsfiordur can easily reach
Drangavik by evening, where to the north, the graceful
Drangaskord rises. Some claim this to be the most beautiful
wild camping spot in Iceland, where the sun sits at night
behind the columns, casting them into stark silhouette.

The next day trip passes the small settlement at Drangar on
the way to Bjarnarfjordur, and day three can then be used

to reach Reykjarfjérdur.
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There are several features to watch for on this route. One
must be careful of tides under Drangaskord, and it’s advis-
able to wade Bjarnarfjérdur only with great care; being
subjected both to sea tides and the outflow of Drangajékull,
it can often be impassable. From Bjarnarfjérdur one can go
Fossdalsheidi to Reykjarfjordur, or Hjarandaskard to Sunn-
dalur, and from there to Skjaldabjarnarvik, passing through
Sigluvikurhals to reach Reykjarfjordur. Either way, one
must wade the Reykjarfjordur estuary, which is directly
influenced by Drangajékull, and can be dangerous,
especially in the afternoon.

ARNESHREPPUR

One of Iceland’s most remote municipalities, Arneshreppur
lies between Kaldbakur in the south and Geirélfsgntpur in
the north, covering the northernmost part of the region
known as Strandir (“the coasts”); north of Geirélfsgnipur,
the lands of Austurstrandir and Hornstrandir begin. The
southern section of Arneshreppur contains its main com-
munities of Djupavik in Reykjarfjorour, Trékyllisvik and
Nordurfjérdur, beyond which lie a scattering of summer
settlements. Few residents remain throughout the winters,
but when spring arrives, the pace of life increases, and
summers are lively.

Arneshreppur was once home to over 500 residents, its
population peaking during Iceland’s “herring adventure”,

a bountiful period of fishing which dominated the first half
of the 20th century. From the mid to late 1940’s, when the
industry collapsed, the population went into decline,
dipping below 100 before the turn of the centurys; it con-
tinues to decrease to this day. The countryside is fertile and
hardy, and fishing and sheep farming have been the founda-
tions of Arneshreppur from its earliest settlement, supple-
mented with income from resources like eiderdown and
driftwood. In recent years, tourism has prospered, and
today provides a cornerstone of the municipality’s ability
to maintain full-time residence.

The history and culture of Arneshreppur was charmingly
recorded by Hrafn Jokulsson as part of his memoirs in
“Where the Road Ends”, published in 2007.
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LANDSCAPE AND NATURAL
HISTORY

Arneshreppur occupies the northwestern corner of Iceland.
Winters here are long and dark, the summers brief and vital
bursts of lingering light. The seasons are reflected in the
landscape. Flanking the shorelines are rugged mountains,
particularly in the south, where the road connects three vast
fjords; Veidileysifjordur, Reykjarfjorour and Trékyllisvik.
The countryside is sparse by the coasts, rising to heathlands
and lake-dotted barrens, the most extensive of which are
Trékyllisheidi and Ofeigsfjardarheidi. North of Ingolfs-
fiorur, the shoreline reaches Arneshreppur’s northern
extent at Geirolfsgnipur, north of Bjarnarfjérdur, which
cuts deeply into the land.

The landscape is marked and shaped by glacial ice ages that
scraped the area’s ancient lava beds. The lava beds are the
result of eruptions that occurred between 10 and 12 million
years ago, when the center of the country lay around the
present Westfjords, and volcanoes spewed lava over the
surrounding plains. These volcanoes are long cold, but their
traces can be seen in ancient basalt dykes, geothermally
altered strata, and an array of minerals and crystals.

Arneshreppur is remarkably diverse, although not as geo-
logically active as younger parts of the country. Within its
boundaries are glacial rivers and moraines, grassy valleys,
lakes, world-class waterfalls, heathlands, faults, rock dykes
and hot pools, driftwood, and sea lagoons. One type of
fossil, the lava tree mold, appears in abundance here. The
tree molds were formed when lava streamed through ancient
forests, engulfing tree trunks and leaving hollows in the
shapes of the trunks. In the northernmost part, and around
Hornstrandir, there are also some of the world’s tallest sea
cliffs. Arneshreppur therefore has almost everything that
Iceland has to offer geologically, besides the volcanic acti-
vity which continues to this day elsewhere on the island.

The biosphere of the area is no less diverse. The arctic fox
has its sanctuary here, especially in the northernmost part,
close to the Hornstrandir nature reserve. Birds and small
animals scurry amidst the hummocks, eiders and seals
populate offshore lagoons, and the cliffs shelter auks.
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